Evergreen Inside | Fall 2024 | SCCC - P1223 | Eirik Steinhoff, PhD | Weds 6-9pm | CRN 10342

Writing Lab

Course Description

This 4-credit course is a “laboratory” offered in coordination with the BA Colloquium; it features
direct instruction along with hands-on practice in a variety of tried-and-true techniques focused
on “the 5 Rs”: Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, Resilience, and Rhythm (a.k.a. time management).

Selected learning outcomes*:

e |dentify effective methods for interdisciplinary study, with special attention to the
written word

e Engage in the practice of critical and creative reading, writing, analysis, and expression

e Develop familiarity with theories and practices of critical thinking

e Deepen familiarity with a range of note-taking techniques

e Ability to recognize, reflect on, and improve study skills

e Apply critical thinking to study preparation

* see also attached AAC&U rubrics on reading, written communication, and critical thinking

Reading

Course readings braid three zones of experiential inquiry: (1) the praxis of critical thinking in
relation to the craft of research; (2) “practical neuroscience” as described in Buddha’s Brain by
Rick Hanson; and (3) the craft of writing — see p. 3 for more on weekly writing.

Textbooks*:

Wayne Booth, et al, The Craft of Research — 4th ed (Chicago 2016)
Jonathan Haber, Critical Thinking (MIT 2020)

Rick Hanson, Buddha’s Brain (New Harbinger 2009)

John Warner, The Writer’s Practice (Penguin 2019)

The American Heritage Dictionary — 5th ed (HarperCollins 2011)

* further required readings also provided via photocopies



Writing Lab | Schedule of Readings + Writing Due | Fall 2024 (subject to change)

WEEK 1 Wednesday 10/2 6-9pm
Welcome + Habits of Effective Dialog + more

WEEK 2 Wednesday 10/9 6-9pm

The Writer’s Practice — pp. 1-15 — Getting Started

Critical Thinking — pp. 1-36 — Ch. 1: The Genealogy of Critical Thinking

Buddha’s Brain — pp. i-3 — blurbs + Foreword + Preface + Acknowledgments + Introduction
+ possible TBA

WRITING DUE => “Who are you (as a writer)?” ~ 500-750 words
COMMONPLACE BOOK x 3 entries

WEEK 3 Wednesday 10/16 6-9pm

The Writer’s Practice — pp. 16-40 — Section I: Introduction to the Writer’s Practice
Critical Thinking — pp. 37-62 — start of Ch. 2: Components of Critical Thinking
Buddha’s Brain — pp. 5-19 — Introduction + Ch. 1: The Self-Transforming Brain

+ possible TBA

WRITING DUE => “How do I...?” or “Should I...?” ~ 500-750 words
COMMONPLACE BOOK x 3 entries

WEEK 4 Wednesday 10/23 6-9pm

The Writer’s Practice — pp. 121-161 — start of Section IV: Research and Argument
Critical Thinking — pp. 62-78 — middle of Ch. 2: Components of Critical Thinking
Buddha’s Brain — pp. 23-48 — Ch. 2: The Evolution of Suffering

+ possible TBA

WRITING DUE => Writing #3 TBA ~ 500-750 words
COMMONPLACE BOOK x 3 entries

WEEK 5 Wednesday 10/30 6-9pm

The Craft of Research — pp. 110-121 — Ch. 7: Making Good Arguments
Critical Thinking — pp. 80-100 — rest of Ch. 2: Components of Critical Thinking
Buddha’s Brain — pp. 49-63 — Ch. 3: The First and Second Dart

+ possible TBA

WRITING DUE => MIDTERM PORTFOLIO (compilation of writing + cover letter)

WEEK 6 Wednesday 11/6 6-9pm

The Craft of Research — pp. 122-131 — Ch. 8: Making Claims

Critical Thinking — pp. 101-16 — start of Ch. 3: Defining, Teaching, + Assessing Critical Thinking
Buddha’s Brain — pp. 67-77 — Ch. 4: Taking in the Good

+ possible TBA

WRITING DUE => Writing #4 TBA ~ 500-750 words
COMMONPLACE BOOK x 3 entries



WEEK 7 Wednesday 11/13 6-9pm

The Craft of Research — pp. 132-140 — Ch. 9: Assembling Reasons and Evidence

Critical Thinking — pp. 116-38 — middle of Ch. 3: Defining, Teaching, + Assessing Critical Thinking
Buddha’s Brain — pp. 79-87 — first half of Ch. 5: Cooling the Fires

+ possible TBA

WRITING DUE => Writing #5 TBA ~ 500-750 words
COMMONPLACE BOOK x 3 entries

WEEK 8 Wednesday 11/20 6-9pm => guest presentation TBA

The Craft of Research — pp. 141-54 — Ch. 10: Acknowledgements and Responses

Critical Thinking — pp. 138-159 — rest of Ch. 3: Defining, Teaching, + Assessing Critical Thinking
Buddha’s Brain — pp. 88-96 — last half of Ch. 5: Cooling the Fires

+ possible TBA

WRITING DUE => Writing #6 TBA ~ 500-750 words
COMMONPLACE BOOK x 3 entries

WEEK 9 Wednesday 12/4 6-9pm

The Craft of Research — pp. 155-72 — Ch. 11: Warrants

Critical Thinking — pp. 161-181 — Ch. 4: Where Do We Go From Here?
Buddha’s Brain — pp. 97-118 — Ch. 6: Strong Intentions + Ch. 7: Equanimity
+ possible TBA

WRITING DUE => Writing #7 TBA ~ 500-750 words
COMMONPLACE BOOK x 3 entries

WEEK 10 Wednesday 12/11 6-9pm
Reading TBA

WRITING DUE => FINAL PORTFOLIO (compilation of writing + cover letter)

Writing Lab | WEEKLY WRITING | Fall 2024

A laboratory, according to Merriam-Webster, can be broadly described as “a place providing
opportunity for experimentation, observation, or practice in a field of study.” The weekly writing
for in this course can be thought of as places of opportunity in this sense. Each week you will
have a writing assignment of 500-750 words. Peer review starts in week 3 — each week each of
you will review the work of 2 peers according a recipe that will be provided. Starting week 2 you
are expected to add 3 entries to your COMMONPLACE BOOK with material from Writing Lab
readings. (Recipe for the COMMONPLACE BOOK can be found in the BA Colloquium syllabus.) In
week 5 you will submit a MIDTERM PORTFOLIO of your work followed in week 10 by a FINAL
PORTFOLIO — both of which will include a cover letter (portfolio recipes will be provided). Our
motto in doing this work is: “The only way to do this right is by writing!”



https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/laboratory

Basic Expectations

We will do a lot of writing both in class and out of it this quarter, so you will be provided with
the right tools for the job: good notebooks, loose-leaf paper, a writing utensil, and more.

To read in this class always means “to annotate.” You can do this directly on photocopies we are
using, or in your own notebook, or on post-it notes & other scraps of paper in textbooks.

Don’t be alarmed by the preponderance of “TBAs” (= “to be announced”) on our schedule. They
are there so that we can harness emergent properties based on (a) expressions of student
interest and (b) faculty assessment of student need. The schedule may be adjusted accordingly.

The expectation for attendance is that everyone enrolled is willing and able to participate in all
class sessions. If you need to miss class, please be sure to alert faculty in advance whenever
possible. We are here because you are here, and we know how seriously you take your learning.
We aim to do everything we can to work to “clear away obstacles to learning.” As you encounter
obstacles, please make note and share with faculty; this increases our capacity to organize as a
learning community to do what we can to transform those obstacles into opportunities.
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Saul Steinberg, “Untitled” (1977)
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Center for Leadership & Educational Equity

Community Agreements

Developed in the field by educators.

When we talk about that which will sustain and nurture our spiritual growth as a
people, we must once again talk about the importance of community. For one of the
most vital ways that we sustain ourselves is by building communities of resistance,
places where we know we are not alone.

bell hooks — Teaching to Transgress

1. Show up (or choose to be present).
This Warrior / Leader principle guides us to be both firm and yielding, honoring our own
individual limits and boundaries as well as the limits and boundaries of others.

2. Pay attention (to heart and meaning).
This principle guides individuals to observe where in their experience they are half-hearted
rather than open-hearted, when they carry a doubting heart rather than a clear heart, and
when they are experiencing weak-heartedness rather than strong-heartedness.

3. Tell the truth (without blame or judgment).
This principle invokes the idea that the visionary is one who brings their voice into
the world and refuses to edit, rehearse, perform, or hide. The task here is to come
forward fully with our gifts, talents, and resources and to powerfully meet the tests and
challenges of life.

4. Be open to outcome (not attached to outcome).
This principle is known as the Way of the Teacher. Traditional societies believe wisdom
is flexible and fluid, never positional, that the human resource of wisdom is accessed by
learning how to trust and how to be comfortable with states of not knowing.

Please use to further your professional practice, give credit, use the CLEE logo and footer, and do not exploit for profit. Protocols are
most powerful in a collaborative setting and facilitated by a skilled facilitator. Learn more at clee.org.
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