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. Sparking a discussion of the importance of creativity for the well-being of society, this
Prisons of book highlights and argues for the potential of those in prison to learn and exercise the
Creativity skills of writing, visual arts, and music; to protect their intellectual property; and to
distribute their works to the public, and the consequent benefits of their creative
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“A sweeping account of the wasted creative potential of incarcerated persons and the
resulting loss of innovation and economic benefits to society. Whitman argues for a
national creative carceral policy grounded on the Constitution, which secures intellectual
property rights for creators regardless of class or status. A trove of arts-in-corrections
programs provides a framework to promote creativity and rehabilitation for the entire
prison population, numbering more people than many nations.”

— Alma Robinson, Executive Director, California Lawyers for the Arts
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